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Avocado rootstocks: 
Westfalia launches two  
new benchmark rootstocks.
In early August, Westfalia launched two new rootstocks providing 
improved productivity under certain stress conditions, as common 
as they are problematic across much of the world’s production 
zones. Leola™ is exhibiting very good performance in regions with 
high Phytophthora pressure. Zerala™ is for its part highly resistant to 
salinity. The R&D branch of Westfalia has been working for 40 years 
in the field of innovative rootstock research. In particular, it has 
developed the clonal rootstock marketed as Dusa®, which remains 
to this day the world benchmark for productivity among avocado 
rootstocks. Leola™ and Zerala™ are jointly owned by Westfalia and 
the South African Avocado Growers’ Association. 

Source: Westfalia

Mexican avocado: 
a new express shipping line 
between Mexico and Europe.
This season, exporters in Jalisco and Michoacán 
will be able to access a new sea-freight link to 
Europe, set up by United Producers of Mexico 
(body responsible for promoting agricultural 
trade between Europe and Mexico), and oper-
ated by Greensea. It has the enormous asset of 
being able to reach the port of Rotterdam in 
12 days from Veracruz. Conventional ships will 
be used, sailing twice a month (3 000 pallets in 
the hold, and 24 containers on deck initially). 
The first departure was on 15 September 2020.  

Source: UPMNew Zealand avocado: 
record harvest in 2020-21.
While the 2019-20 season was above the four-year average for both 
production level (39 000 tonnes, i.e. +30 %) and export volumes 
(20  000 tonnes, i.e. +16 %), the forthcoming 2020-21 season is set 
for record figures. With an increase of between 10 and 15 % on last 
season, production could reach 45 000 tonnes, thereby equalling the 
2016-17 record. Nonetheless, the cultivation area has remained prac-
tically unchanged since 2015. All the production zones are stable, 
right across the main zone situated in Bay of Plenty (2 294 hectares in 
2019-20), as well as the Far-North and Mid-North zones (548 and 833 
hectares respectively in 2019-20). We can estimate that the export 
potential should also approach its 2016-17 levels (26 000 tonnes). 
Regarding the outlets, predictions of a smaller Australian harvest 
in 2020-21 should enable New Zealand to continue to direct 70 to 
80 % of its exports there. In addition, despite new import constraints 
due to the Covid-19 crisis, diversification to the Asian markets should 
continue. For the past four years, exports to Thailand, South Korea, 
Singapore and Taiwan have seen big increases. 

Source: NZ Avocado
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